


This sheet should be cut along the solid lines,folded along 

the broken lines and collated to form a booklet. You can 

then either stitch or staple the sheets together down the 

centre fold. 

 

This sheet replicates the format of the original Mathew’s 

typeset one except that we have adjusted the size of the 

pages to better fit the different paper size. 

                                                                              

                                                                              



DIRECTIONS 

 
Tips: 

 

1. Find out which bits are which before cutting anything 

out. 

2. Score along dotted lines, using the blunt edge of a 

scissors blade and a straight edge, before cutting out. 

MAKING THE TOY THEATRE 

 
Glue the upper part of the stage front (above the fold line) 

to a piece of card. Add the two top pieces and the bust of 

Shakespeare (Fig.1). 

Fig.1 

Fold line 

Cut out the stage front. Include removing the pieces not 

required that will allow it to become “moulded”, but leave 

the pieces to make the tabs. Fold to create the moulded 

shape (Fig 2). 

Fold lines 
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Fig.2 

Glue the tabs (you might like to staple them as well) and 

form the finished moulded stage front (Fig 3). 

Fig.3 

Cut out and fold the top drop as shown on the sheet. Glue 

it in position on the back of the stage front. The top needs 

to be level and 1cm below the folded edge on the stage 

front, so it will hide the top of the act drop (Fig.4). 

Fig.4 

1 cm 

Cut out the stage floor, glue the stage sides at B. Glue the 

stage back at D and E. Fold the orchestra so that the folds 

are the same on each side and glue it at C and onto the 

sides. This will form the stage  (Fig.5). 

Fig.5 

Fold and glue the footlight holder centrally under the 

opening in the front of the stage (Fig.6). 

Fig.6 

Cut out the footlight shield and glue oven foil to the white side 

(Fig 7). 

Fig.7 

Glue the footlight shield into the opening (Fig 8). 

Fig.8 

Line the inside of the stage with re-cycled cardboard or 

hardboard, this is essential to make the stage solid (Fig 9). 

Fig.9 

Glue the uprights (3 and 4) to the rear corners of the stage at 

F. Glue the tabs J on the uprights (1 and 2) at position G. 

Glue the rear beam between the uprights 3 and 4  (Fig 10). 

Fig.10 

Glue the sides of the scene grid onto the uprights so that the 

tops are on line H, and M is hidden (Fig 11). 

Fig.11 

Glue the stage front onto the front uprights at K (Fig 12). 

Fig.12 

Cut out and fold the scene grid slats. 

Tip: It is difficult to fold these thin strips so cut halfway 

between each one, fold them and then finally cut to size. 

Position and glue them to cover the black rectangles on the 

scenery grid sides (Fig 13). 

The scenery grid holds the scenes and wings in place  (Fig 

14).You may prefer to substitute sticks (sold for use in room 

scent diffusers) or small section wood mouldings for the card 

if you are going to perform a lot on your Toy Theatre. 

Fig.13 

Fig.14 



Cut out and stick the curtain act drop onto a piece of card 

24cm high and 21cm wide. Drop this into the first scenery 

slot and your theatre is complete !  (Fig.15). 

Fig.15 

 

LIGHTING YOUR TOY THEATRE 

 
You need two battery tea lights, available at craft shops, 

and a small lighting string with about 20 LEDs powered by 

2 AA batteries, also readilly available (Fig.16). 

Fig.16 

Drop the tea lights into the footlight holder (Fig.17). 

DO NOT USE 

REAL TEA 

LIGHTS, 

CANDLES OR 

MAINS 

ELECTRICITY! 

Fig.17 

Wind the LED string around the scenery grid from side to 

side, between each slot, so that it does not interfere with 

changing the scenery  (Fig.18).  

Fig.18 

 

CUTTING OUT CHARACTERS 

 
Cut out according to your capabilities, basic, simple or 

complete (Fig.20). Always leave a flat edged base so that 

they will stand up. Write the character name and plate 

number on the back of each figure. 

Basic Simple Complete 
Fig.20 

TIP 1. If cutting out areas such as between legs do this 

first using a craft knife before cutting out the figure. 

TIP 2. Roughly cut around each character before cutting 

them out finally. 

 

MAKING SCENES AND WINGS 

 
Trim the bottom of scenes and glue to 24cm high and 

21cm wide card. 

Cut out each wing and glue them to 24cm high card strips 

so that the card does not show behind the shaped edges. 

The final scene has a bridge setpiece. You need to glue 

this to a block of wood or a cardboard box so that it stands 

on its own. The top of the block needs to be 6cm high and 

2.5cm deep so that characters can move on it (Fig.21). 

Fig.21. The last scene in  “The Brigand’s Son”. 

 

MAKING SLIDES FOR MOVING 

THE CHARACTERS 

 
Cut strips and rectangles from thin black card using the 

pattern. The two folded rectangles glue to the base, but not 

to each other, so that they will hold the character in place 

by pressure (Fig.22). Ideally you need to make one slide 

for every character in the play, you can use them later for 

other plays. 

Fig.21 
 

PREPARING FOR PERFORMANCE 

 
1. It is possible for one person to perform the play from 

behind the stage, moving the characters from both the 

left and right hand sides. Alternatively two people can 

perform, each one taking one side, a third person 

might change the scenes and work the sound. More 

than three is too crowded. 

2. You need to set up the theatre on a low table at eye 

height for the audience. 

3. You may prefer to surround the theatre with a screen 

of card or curtains so that you cannot be seen, 

although some performers prefer that. A table cloth on 

the table will hide your feet. 

4. Place thick books either side of the theatre to help 

prevent it slipping around, so that they create a 

surface on the same level as the stage to place the 

characters in their slides on. 

5. Have all the scenes ready in order with the first scene 

set. In this play there is only the one set of wings, but 

in other plays you will need to change them. They slot 

into the scenery grid but make sure they are placed 

correctly by checking from the front before the show.  

6. Arrange the characters on either side of the stage 

accordng to their entrances. 

7. You may find it easier to record the dialogue, music 

and sound effects before hand, so that you only have 

to remember the entrances, action  and scene 

changes. You will need a device that can easily be 

paused so that the sound does not run away with you! 

 

PERFORMING THE PLAY 

 
1. Raise the curtain act drop to start the play. Lift scene 1 

to show scene 2 when ready. Drop the curtain again to 

make the changes for scene 3. 

2. Change your voice(s) for each character and jiggle the 

slide to show which is speaking. Do this quickly if the 

words are dramatic, etc. 

3. Have equipment handy for sound effects, if you have 

not pre-recorded them, a tin lid provides a realistic gun 

shot noise if struck quickly, for example. 

4. Music, if not recorded, can be performed using 

whatever instruments performers can manage. Music 

boxes work well, you can buy the movements 

separately and these provide a wide range of tunes. 

5. Change the scenes quickly. This play should not last 

more than 20 minutes. Take care of your audience. 

How to arrange your room so that every one can see. 

Don’t forget to dim the lights in the room and make sure 

everyone has turned off their phone.  

 

 

This theatre can also be used to perform other plays with 

either the traditional 6 by 8 inch (15 x 20cm) scenes or A5 

scenes. If you buy the sheets plain (uncoloured) then you 

will need to colour them using bold bright colours so that 

the black ink of the prints show through. Use broad 

sweeps of colour rather than fine detail for the best effect. 

This is a one act play but plays with more than one act 

would use a pictorial act drop between them and only raise 

and lower the curtain at the beginning and end of the play. 

For a lot more information about Toy Theatre plays, 

performing and stage effects see: 

 

www.toy.theatre.co.uk 


